
D. E. L. A. C. 
Meeting Minutes 

TUESDAY, March 4, 2021 
3:30PM VIA ZOOM 

1. Call to Order – Add name in the Chat  
a. In attendance:  Ana Garcia, Samanta Garcia, Heidi Tatman, Julie Villanueba, Julia 

Mares, Daniel Cronin, Katie Cantu, Twila Tosh, Gena King, James Dewing, Maria 
Magaña, Maril Soomalan, Shannon Myers, Shawn Posey 

b. Parent Attendees: Carmen, Elisa Yepez, Mayola Rangel, iPhone, Luis Jimenez, 
Monica, Olga Perez, Rosario Alejandres, Susan, Susana Velazquez, Erick 

2. Roll Call - Introduction of  Parents and Staff  
a. Ana Garcia welcomed all members and thanked them for attending. Everyone added 

their name on the Chat on Zoom. A list of all participants was also collected from 
Zoom.   

3. Reading and Approval of the Minutes 
a. Copies of the minutes from October 13, 2020 were posted on the SUSD website for 

attendees to review in English and Spanish. Copies of the agenda and minutes were 
sent via mail for members to review. Everyone went over the October Minutes and 
everyone agreed to approve the minutes from October. James Dewing, 2nd Heidi 
Tatman in favor of the October minutes.   

4. New Business 
a. The Master Plan for English Learners – PowerPoint Presentation 

i. Purpose of the Master Plan, available on the District Website and how it 
identifies English Learner students.   

ii. Ana explained the purpose of the Master Plan following a power point 
presentation in English and Spanish. Members were asked if they had any 
questions. There were no questions at this time. 

iii. Julie Villanueba added the EL Master Handbook link 
(https://www.salida.k12.ca.us/Page/3341) as well as the DELAC info link 
(https://www.salida.k12.ca.us/site/Default.aspx?PageID=3340) to the chat 
for all attendees to see.  

iv. Information can be found in the attached presentation.  

b. Identifying EL Students – PowerPoint Presentation    
i. Home Language Survey used at the time of enrollment to identify the 

language used at the home. 
ii. On file for each pupil.  

iii. A copy of the Home Language Survey is attached in English and Spanish.  
iv. Information can be found in the attached presentation. Link to presentation

c. The District’s process and purpose conducting needs assessments – each year the 
English learner student’s need to take the ELPAC test until they are reclassified.  



i. Some parents aren’t aware, especially distance learning parents, why their 
child needs to take the test. 

ii. Julie Villanueba explained parts of the Home Language form and talked 
about what each question means.  

iii. A copy of the Home Language Survey is attached in English and Spanish.  
iv. Members were asked if they had any questions. They asked the following: 
v. Ana asked parents the following questions: When you registered your child 

did this form make sense to you? Did you need to ask someone to help 
explain this form so you could fill it out? 

vi. Luis Jimenez- The form makes perfect sense and is easy to complete.  
vii. Susana Velasquez – The very first time I signed my students up for school 

they spoke English and Spanish. If the parent speaks Spanish and my child 
speaks English, what happens?  

viii. Julie Villanueba – If filled the form in Spanish and put English for all parents 
thought they will receive education in English.  

ix. Susana Velasquez – what if they spoke Spanish first but now they just speak 
English? 

x. Julie Villanueba – they base everything off the first form. 
xi. Twila Tosh – Can’t change initial form. The child will take ELPAC until they 

meet reclassification criteria.  
xii. Susan – I did the mistake to put my kids form in Spanish when now they 

speak only English.  
xiii. Luis Jimenez – The form is fine and may be misperception or 

miscommunication. I put my first child as an English Learner student and he 
gets more support and the district gets more money. It is a benefit. I out 
English only on the form for my second child and he needs that support but 
he doesn’t receive it. The form speaks for itself and I don’t see anything bad 
about it. (Luis translated into Spanish as well) 

xiv. Susan – Totally agree, form is written correctly. My husband speaks Spanish 
and my daughter started speaking Spanish and I never spoke Spanish. My 
daughter was pulled out of her classes to get help with other EL students and 
she had advocates that helped her get out of the program. I feel like she was 
taking a place from another student that might need that help and those 
services. It can go both ways, depends on the scenario. I didn’t put Spanish 
for my other two children.  

xv. Rosario Alejandres - They helped me fill it out and I’ve always put that they 
speak Spanish and they love reading 

xvi. Ana Garcia – How might we help families who are registering understand the 
Home Language Survey questions? 

xvii. Susan – During the Kinder parent meeting or orientation someone in the 
office can explain the form. If you are honest then take it honestly or your 
kids will get services.  

xviii. Twila Tosh –Enrollment is online now. The Home Language Survey will be 
hard copy and there are a lot more forms. You can ask questions at your 
enrollment appointment.  

xix. Additional information can be found on the attached presentation.  

d. Updating the EL Handbook – to make the Handbook more clear to families 



i. The EL Handbook will be updated to say, “If Home Language Survey
questions 1, 2, or 3 indicate a language other than English the student is 
required to participate in the ELPAC Initial Assessment. 

e. EL Master Goals – PowerPoint Presentation   
i. Ana Garcia went over the three master goals. All of the goals are listed in 

English and Spanish on Slide 9 in the PowerPoint presentation attached. 

5. Public Comments – Open Forum with Twila Tosh 
a. Ana asked parents the following questions: Do you have any questions? Twila Tosh 

is here to answer any questions you may have. Do you have any questions about 
communication, learning or partnering with you to support you family in your 
children’s education? 

i. Twila Tosh- So much change. Thank you staff and parents for being patient. 
We don’t always have control with everything that is going on. What we can 
or can’t do. We make sure we get information to you through Class Dojo, 
Blackboard etc. The county changes everything all the time. The county 
health department said that 7th-12th grade can’t open until we are in the red 
tier. The county health department thought that we would be on the red tier. 
We are waiting for this Tuesday to see if the middle school will be able to 
return. If we are on the red tier, then the middle school will be able to return 
on March 29th. The middle school students will be in cohorts and stay 
together. They will be no less than 4 feet between desks. If they return in-
person they will be in-person for two days and distance learning for three 
days if the middle school opens. For example, group A will go Tuesdays and 
Thursdays in-person and Wednesday’s and Fridays will be distance learning. 
Mondays will be distance learning for all students to be able to sanitize in 
between and the students can stay together in their groups. Does anyone have 
questions regarding returning SMS students? Questions about elementary or 
how they are operating? 

ii. iPhone – Are they going to be changing classes? The two days they will be in 
school? thanks  

iii. Twila Tosh – Pods of 4 teachers will rotate every 60 minutes and go in the 
classrooms so that the students stay in place.  

iv. Twila Tosh – The board will be considering the student attendance calendar 
next Tuesday. Students will return the beginning of August following closely 
the Modesto City Schools. The board will vote in April.  

v. Twila Tosh – We are working on parents being able to meet with teachers for 
21-22 school year to get information, Chromebooks and expectations from 
teachers and perhaps a school wide celebration.   

vi. Luis Jimenez – I have a suggestion for Twila, Gena and Mari Magaña. 
Obviously there wasn’t a 6th grade camp due to Covid. Will you take into 
consideration to allow 6th and 7th grade to go camping next year. My son was 
excited to go this year but he didn’t get the chance to do so.   

vii. Twila Tosh – We contract with Stanislaus County of Education to use the 
camp. All of the districts get on a schedule. This year the best if the Virtual 
Camp.  

viii. Gena King – It is in April.   



ix. Twila Tosh – This year they will have the virtual experience. Only virtual is 
allowed. I don’t know if the county will have slots for 6th and 7th grade. Many 
years back, we managed our own camp. I can ask Scott K. to see if there are 
open slots. It is not a hard no but not something I can make happen.  

x. Julie Villanueba added a link in the chat for the Virtual Outdoor Education so 
that parents can see how it looks like 
(https://www.stancoe.org/division/instructional-support-services/outdoor-
education)

xi. Twila Tosh – The district paid for it. Usually kids fundraise to get them 
involved. We plan to offer a Summer Academy and will be project based 
curriculum. I just got the amounts of teachers interested in planning classes.   

xii. Twila Tosh – Our new board member is on the call. She was elected during 
the November elections. Welcome her to our forum, Mari Magaña.  

xiii. Julie Villanueba added a link in the chat for Mrs. Magaña’s Introduction that 
is posted on the website (https://www.salida.k12.ca.us/domain/1058) 

xiv. Ana Garcia – Thank you everyone for attending. Our next meeting will be 
April 1st and we will be recognizing reclassified students. Students may be 
able to drive by to get their certificates.  

xv. Twila Tosh – The district is bringing a Promotor to Salida USD - to bring 
services to families.  More information to come! 

xvi. Ana Garcia – Resources for rent relief. Applications and info to come.  
xvii. Luis Jimenez - PIQE is Coming with Family Literacy in late March! PIQE 

viene al distrito con el program de Lecto Escritura a fines de marzo! 
xviii. iPhone – yo estoy tomando clases de piqe 

xix. Ana Garcia – More information will be shared through Class Dojo etc. 
xx. Luis Jimenez – Felicidades Mrs. Magana... Congrats!  

xxi. Mari Magaña – Thank you everyone … great meeting. Gracias Luis. 
xxii. Carmen –  Gracias a todos, información muy productiva ! 

xxiii. Rosario Alejandres – gracias Buena tarde 

6. Development of Agenda for Next meeting 
a. Ana Garcia asked if they were any items that the committee would like added to the 

next meeting.  There was no recommendation to add any items. 

7. Next DELAC Meeting of the Year – April 1, 2021 at 3:30pm Via Zoom 

8. Adjournment – 4:34pm  


